Jeffery Finis
November 2, 1965 - February 21, 2020

Jeffery L. Finis, 54, of Cape Coral, Florida formerly of St. Joseph passed away Friday,
February 21, 2020 at his home in Cape Coral with his loving and devoted family at his
side. His funeral service will be held at 11:00 am Saturday February 29, 2020 at the St.
Joseph Middle School, 606 Peters Drive, St. Joseph, IL. Memorial contributions may be
made to: St. Joseph Middle School Girls Basketball. Making sure to reference “Girls
Basketball”.
Jeff was born November 2, 1965 in Gibson City, a son of Doug and Carolyn Bradbury
Finis. He spent his life growing up in Bellflower, IL. He married Teresa Dillman, his high
school sweetheart on April 28, 1984 in St. Joseph. She survives in Cape Coral. Also
surviving is a daughter Brianna (Wayne) Fortner of Cape Coral, granddaughter Madi who
affectionately called him Papaw, his parents Doug and Carolyn Finis of Bellflower, brother
Tim (Diana) Finis of Paxton and sister Cindy (Mitch) Risinger of Leroy. Also surviving are
his wife’s family whom he considered a part of him and all his nieces and nephews – he
was close to all! Family meant everything to him.
He was preceded in death by a daughter Lynnae.
Jeff graduated from Bellfower Township High School in 1983. He started his working
career right out of high school at Pittsburgh International Steel in Fairbury, IL. Later he
moved to Caradco in Rantoul until he was given the opportunity to own and operate Finis
Distributing where he worked and grew his bread distributorship for over 23 years and left
when he was no longer able to work.
Outside of his family, Jeff enjoyed fishing with his dad, boating and basketball! He
coached girls middle school basketball for 14 years at St. Joseph Middle School then
moved to St. Joseph-Ogden High School where he was varsity coach for the girls for 4
years until his illness required him to leave.
Jeff believed in community and was an active part of the St. Joseph Community. He
donated to fundraisers, was a member of the St. Joseph Church of Christ for many years
and was a youth leader during that time. He coached girls’ softball for 7+ years, and Y-ball

for his daughters! He was also very active in the Gifford Lions Club where he volunteered
as much as he could and enjoyed spending time with a great group of men – not to
mention the great dinners he got!
Jeff left an impact on everyone he met! He was about friendship, family and loyalty. One of
the most honest men around. He never gave up and fought to the end! He will be greatly
missed, always remembered, and forever loved.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rosenbaum Funeral Home - February 24 at 04:41 PM

“
“

Heaven revived an amazing man may he rest in peace in God's loving arm's
Marilyn Rodriguez - February 25 at 09:09 AM

Jeff was a wonderful father
A friend to many
I know how much he will be missed by all
Malcolm Hill - February 25 at 04:40 PM

“

What a wonderful memorial to a great man. He always made you feel welcomed. Fly
high Jeff.

linda slaughter - March 01 at 09:57 AM

“

I'm sorry to hear about your son Dougie.

Milo/Mike Tongate - February 29 at 07:39 PM

“

I remember the first time I met Jeff. We were working inventory at Caradco. He was
such a nice person. I think he was newly married. We had a good time working
together. Over the years whenever we would meet it was like we had just seen each
other yesterday! He had the sweetest soul. My husband Tim and I both think the
world of Jeff and we know he leaves a big hole in the heart of his family and the rest
of the world. Fly high Jeff!

Stephanie Gallagher - February 28 at 07:10 PM

“

Teresa and all of the Finis family- We've had your family in our prayers for a long time
and will continue to lift you up for comfort and peace. We're thankful for the
difference that Jeff made in so many lives thru his work, his coaching, his friendship,
and all of the ways that he shared his life and love with everyone he met. I will
always remember what a great worker he was and how he put his heart and soul into
everything he did. We send our love and condolences to you Teresa, your daughter
and granddaughter, to Doug and Carolyn, Tim, Cindy, and all of your family. God
bless you all. Much love to you.
John and Mary Ellen Leonard

John & Mary E Leonard - February 28 at 05:34 PM

“

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Jeffery
Finis.

February 28 at 08:23 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 27 at 01:45 PM

“

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 26 at 02:19 PM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 08:33 PM

“

My heart just aches. Jeff was my Illinois son. Was always there when I need him.
Jeff... Love you so much! Aunt Sharon

sharon Dillman - February 25 at 07:33 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 06:29 PM

“

Serenity Prayer 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 05:25 PM

“

Bob and I are so very sorry for your loss. No words can come close to comforting you
at this time other than we truly are sorry and will keep you all in our thoughts and
prayers. Tim's suffering is now over and he is at peace .
SIncerely,

Bob and Pam Rowe

Pam Rowe - February 25 at 04:45 PM

“

Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 04:44 PM

“

Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 04:42 PM

“

Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 04:36 PM

“

Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 04:33 PM

“

Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Jeffery Finis.

February 25 at 04:30 PM

“

From the Bruns family purchased the Cross Wind Chime - Personalized for the family
of Jeffery Finis.

From the Bruns family - February 25 at 04:27 PM

“

We are so deeply sorry for Jeff’s loss. He was such a beautiful soul and we were so
very blessed that he was a member of our family. Teresa, Bri, Madi, Doug, Carolyn,
Tim and Cindy, our hearts ache for your loss. Teresa, from the very beginning nearly
40 years ago, your love for each other was apparent. With the exception of your
business travels, you and Jeff have done everything together - raising two gorgeous
girls in to beautiful young women, providing a firm foundation for them to stand on.
You were always each other’s lover and best friend - true soul mates - setting a
prime example of a relationship that your daughter knew was possible and what she
wanted for herself. Jeff was never an ‘in-law’; he was and will always be my brother. I
will always treasure every minute of every opportunity that I was able to spend time
with you and Jeff and your family. He loved kids, always working with them to help
them excel in whatever they wanted to be. Doug and Carolyn, I know how proud you
have always been of Jeff. His relationship with you, Tim and Cindy, was always very
close. His legacy will live on and his passing leaves a void that can never be filled.

He will always be remembered with much love and affection. We love you and we
keep all of you in our thoughts and prayers.
Debbie and Lenny - February 25 at 04:00 PM

“

Theresa and family your in our thoughts and prayers so sorry for your lost he will be
greatly missed love you all Finefield Family...

Linda Finefield - February 25 at 03:36 AM

“

Hi Theresa and Family Just to let you know that Dean Wakeland is now living at
Clark Lindsey in the Green House He has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's. He is
getting excellent care. We share many happy times and memories with you and Jeff
and the gang at Engineering Hall. Dean Wakeland would be there for you Saturday if
he could God bless you and Love to you. Joyce Wakeland

Joyce Wakeland - February 24 at 09:13 PM

“

We met Jeff and Teresa when they moved to Florida and joined the same church we
are members of. Jeff and I hit it off from the start, both being from central Illinois, and
I knew his uncle Mick in Gibson City where my wife is from. A great guy, Jeff will truly
be missed . Until we see you again my friend

Scott Doenitz - February 24 at 07:01 PM

“

Jeff truly was a joy to know!!! One who gave much to make our world a better place
and he will most certainly be remembered for his sincere smile & kind heart!’ Our
deepest sympathy.
Don & Louise Savage

Don & Lou Savage - February 23 at 07:14 PM

“

So sorry for you loss! Keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers. Christine Plotner
RN

Christine Plotner - February 23 at 12:05 PM

