James D. McClard
February 12, 1936 - July 15, 2019

Jim McClard, 83 of Gibson City passed away Monday, July 15, 2019 in his home where he
had received loving care from his family. Visitation will be Thursday, July 18th from 5:00 8:00 PM at Rosenbaum Funeral Home in Gibson City. A celebration of life service will be
held at First Christian Church in Gibson City on Friday, July 19th at 11:00 AM with Pastor
Mat Bowen officiating.
Jim was born February 12, 1936 in Arthur, IL to his loving parents Barton and Gladys
McClard. He is survived by his high school sweetheart and the love of his life, Sue Day
who he married on July 26th, 1958. He is also survived by two sons Mike (Michelle) and
Pat (Mindy), four granddaughters, Camryn, Alia, Molly and Arabella and his sister June
Bock. Jim was preceded in death by his parents, brothers Durward and Bill and a sister,
Joyce Haws.
After a two year stint in the Army, Jim experienced a call to Christian ministry and served
as student pastor to churches in Missouri and Kentucky while going to college and a year
of seminary. Although he later turned his service toward education, he continued to use
his gift of ministry speaking as a lay person and as a leader of the church.
Jim was a charter member of the Illinois Principal's Association and served in various
leadership roles over the years including president in 1982-1983, but his true passion was
the students and teachers. He was a principal in Gibson City for 23 years. He started out
in and loved working with middle school aged youth. Later on when the Gibson City
schools consolidated, he had the opportunity to work with the elementary school and this
brought a new set of experiences with the little ones and their high pitched voices and
generosity of hugs. Jim was a mentor to generations of teachers and administrators in
Gibson City and has received more than one note saying he was 'the best principal I ever
had'.
After retiring in 1995, Jim continued his support of the local schools in various interim
positions and as coach of both the Girls and Boys golf teams. And then there was Jim's
life outside of the schools. He dearly loved playing golf with his friends and was thrilled
when his oldest granddaughter chose to play golf in high school. He was an avid historian,
especially of the American Civil War and gave talks on the subject to local groups. He and
Sue also had more time for traveling, taking driving trips all over the U.S. His greatest joy

was in spending time with his family and in the church. Memorials in his name may be
sent to First Christian Church or to the Gibson Area Hospital Building Fund.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rosenbaum Funeral Home - July 17 at 11:17 AM

“

I only knew of Mr. McClard through my Mother, Gwen Lindholm, who taught for him
in Gibson City. She spoke highly of him and appreciated that he always had
the best interest of the students in mind, supporting and encouraging both the
students and the faculty. We need more educators like him.
Leann Lindholm Wilcoxen

Leann Lindholm Wilcoxen - August 14 at 10:16 AM

“

I remember the McClard family, they lived in a big brown house, next to Hazel
Shroyer in Lovington, Il/ They also had a donut shop in their home. I also remember
June. Prayers are with you. Kaye Weaver Webb Class of 1963 LHS

Kaye Webb - July 18 at 07:52 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of James D. McClard.

July 18 at 12:38 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of James D. McClard.

July 18 at 10:10 AM

“

Tranquil Seas was purchased for the family of James D. McClard.

July 17 at 07:50 PM

“

Pat, Mindy & girls
So sorry to hear that Jim passed away. He was a such a cool grandpa when we
would see him at your house. The tribute video was beautiful. You are in our prayers.
Jason,Tammy & Emily Ruby

the Rubys - July 17 at 07:15 PM

“

Sue and family, please know my heart is so saddened by Jim's passing. I only knew
him professionally but wish I had had the chance to have known him personally.
What I did know was that Jim was a very respectful and gracious principal with his
students, teachers and staff. I can still see him quickly walking down the hallways on
some kind of mission and greeting anyone in his path. Jim was a man dedicated to
his profession and a man of integrity.....a wonderful role model that I admired and
greatly respected. May God bless you and comfort you as you mourn his tremendous
loss. Anita Gibb

Anita Gibb - July 17 at 06:37 PM

“

Mike and I shared some very special times with Jim and Sue when we were young
married couples living in Lovington. Our discussions of important topics often went
well into the wee hours. We accompanied Jim and Sue when they went to Culver
Stockton
to decide if Jim should attend there to prepare for the ministry. We knew his going
there would change all our lives and we certainly did miss those lively late night
sessions.
I am so glad we have been able to enjoy our relationship with Jim and Sue through

the years. Our lives have been better because we knew them. While I didn't see him
often, I will miss Jim's wit and insight. He was one amazing man!
Gayle Strader - July 17 at 01:51 PM

“

Please accept my deepest sympathy. Mr. McClard always spoke and was friendly. I
did not know him well, but i did know him and I am so sorry for your loss.
Meladee Ferguson

Meladee Ferguson - July 17 at 11:27 AM

“

Clyde and I enjoyed talking to Jim in church. He will definitely be missed by many. He
was a wonderful man. Deepest sympathy to his family. Clyde & Mary Alice McRae

Mary McRae - July 16 at 10:36 PM

