Gary J. Keim
January 28, 1941 - March 13, 2019

Gary J. Keim, 78, of Gibson City, passed away at 8:15 a.m. on Wednesday, March 13,
2019 at Gibson City Area Hospital-Annex.
A Celebration of Life service will be at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 16, 2019 at
American Evangelical Lutheran Church in Gibson City with Pastor Jim Davis and Pastor
Nick Carlson officiating. Visitation will be from 9-11:00 a.m. prior to services at the church.
The family requests casual dress, per Gary’s wishes.
Inurnment will be in Drummer Cemetery in Gibson City. In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be directed to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital or the family.
Gary was born on January 28, 1941 in Hopedale, Illinois, a son to Loren and Flora Rauber
Keim. Gary’s birth mother passed away at a young age, he was lovingly raised by his
parents, Loren and Mary. He married Joan Thedens on May 1, 1965 in Anchor, Illinois.
She preceded him in death on June 27, 2016.
Surviving are his children, Tim (Dori) Keim of Gibson City and Marni (Mike) Bishop of
Sibley; five grandchildren, Shana (Abimael) Archila of Guatemala, Jaisi (Jesse) Jiles of
Anchor, Laini (Eric) Uden of Paxton, Leah Keim of Gibson City and Lauren Keim of
Granite City; two great grandchildren, Stella and Sebastian; sisters, Judy Graphia of
Louisiana and Sister Susan Keim, O.P. of Wisconsin; and brother, Loren (Mary) Keim of
Bloomington.
He was preceded in death by his parents; and a grandson, Tyler.
Gary served in the United States Army for 3 years in Germany. He was a mechanic for
many years at Shaner’s Implement Dealer in Gibson City. He also worked for the City of
Gibson and Greg Kerber Farming.
He was a member of Gibson City Fire Department for 27 years and American Evangelical
Lutheran Church. Gary portrayed Santa for children for many magical years.
Gary was a loving husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather and brother. He
treasured his family and enjoyed his friends.
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Comments

“

My sincerest condolences to the Keim family! I used to work with his daughter Marni.
I'll always remember Gary as the best Santa Gibson City ever had! Prayers to the
family during this most difficult time!

Kim Burdette - March 17 at 10:51 AM

“

It is with great regret that I will not be able to pay tribute to Gary as we are in North
Carolina at this time. It is with great sadness to hear of his passing.
Gary was such a blessing to our family, his availability to assist me on the farm came
at a most opportune time, as my Dad was unable to help anymore. His role included
at the very least, labor, but more importantly a steadying force that offered advice
when needed, a kick in the seat when needed, and good laughs at all times!
He was loyal to me, but was fiercely loyal times 100 to his family. His extreme joy
was bragging on his children and grandchildren. He was a Santa-like being whether
he had on a red suite or not!
He willingly welcomed anyone new that came to help on the farm. He was always so
generous and kind to my own children, and I’m sure with everybody else’s as well. I
have heard from many of them expressing their sorrow at his passing.
Gary would never say “No” to a task, unless it involved anything within a mile of a
snake! He became very light on his feet when he encountered one. He was Fred
Astaire for a brief moment or so, with no Ginger Rodgers in sight.
So I say goodbye to a combination of friend, co- worker, and confidant. He was a
man who served his country, and also a man that served an even higher calling. That
of a dedicated family man, and a great friend to myself and others, the numbers we
may never know. I will go raise a piece of fried chicken at Cookesville in his honor.
Rest well good man.

Greg Kerber - March 15 at 10:04 PM

“

I knew Gary from working with him when he worked for my dad, Greg. Gary was an
incredibly hard worker and we worked pretty closely for at least one year together.
He was the one who got to drive me to the hospital to get stitches in my finger when I
sliced it open. Odd memory maybe but I just remember that so vividly, listening to
his...interesting breathing patterns while he drove me in. Thinking of Gary has always
brought a smile to my face.

Every day I saw him after I went to work elsewhere, he was a friendly face and we
talked and caught up. I’m so sad to hear of his passing. My love and prayers are with
his family.
-Garett Kerber
Garett Kerber - March 15 at 09:38 PM

“

I knew Gary when he worked at Shaners. Such a nice guy. Always had a smile. My
condolences to his family.

Diane Smith - March 15 at 06:15 PM

“

To Gary's family and especially to his sisters Judy and Susy and brother Loren we
want to extend our since condolences.
My parents often dropped me off at Uncle Loren and Aunt Mary's home when we
visited Bloomington. I always had a lot of fun with the "Keim Kids". I especially
remember the summer week when I "helped" Gary with that '47 Chevy and the
engine that didn't want to get back together with that transmission. Gary and I
struggled mightily and then, almost like magic, the engine popped back together with
the transmission. Gary and I had grease and oil all over us; it was great fun.
All of my time with the "Keim Kids" was wonderful and I've missed that special
relationship we had.
Pat & Kathy Kelly

Patrick Kelly - March 14 at 01:20 PM

“

Loren: So sorry to see that your brother passed away. It's probably been 50+ years
since I've seen him but I remember him being around a little bit during our Franklin
Park days.
My condolences for your loss.
Dan Long

Dan Long - March 14 at 12:40 PM

“

I worked for the city at the same time Gary did. He always, always had something to
say. I never heard him complain. He made my day when he came to see me.

Linda Jackson - March 13 at 11:32 PM

