Bradford Wayne King
May 1, 1937 - September 13, 2019

Bradford “Wayne” King, 82. of Gibson City passed away at 11:55 am Friday September
13, 2019 at the Heritage Manor Nursing Home in Gibson City surrounded by his loving
family. A Celebration of Life service will be held at 11:00 am, Saturday, September 28,
2019 at the Gibson City Bible Church with Pastor Paul Thomason officiating. Visitation will
be held from 9:00-11:00 am prior to the service. A private burial will be held at a later date.
Wayne was born May 1, 1937 in Kenosha, Wisconsin, a son of Bradford and Alta Carolyn
Corder King. He married Carol Ann Zehr on August 25, 1962. Surviving are his loving wife
of 57 years, four sons - Dan (Elizabeth) King of Riverside, CA; David (Eva) King of
Pascagoula, MS; Jonathan (Rosalie) King of Lombard, IL, James King of Alexandria, VA,
and six grandchildren- Kimberly, Bethany, Elizabeth, Ruth, Samuel and Jacob. Also
surviving is a brother, Richard (Karen) King, of Omaha, NE. He was preceded in death by
his brother Dennis.
Wayne accepted Jesus as his Savior at age eight, and felt the call to fulltime ministry in his
later teen years. After attending Northern Illinois University, Briercrest Bible College, and
Moody Bible Institute, he began serving with Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. Wayne,
with his wife Carol and baby Danny, sailed to Israel in May, 1964, where they continued to
serve under CEF Inc. for the next 39 years. They lived for 37 years in Nazareth, where
they ministered to the local Arab community. Since 2003, Wayne and Carol have lived and
served in the Gibson City-Fisher area. Members of the Gibson City Bible Church, they
presided over the children’s church ministry for several years, as well as hosting 5-Day
Clubs in small communities within Ford and Champaign counties.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to Child Evangelism Fellowship

Comments

“

I count it a privilege and honor to have known Wayne King (Abu Danny) since I was
twelve years old. At that early age he moved into my neighborhood and welcomed
me into his family and eventually into his ministry of Child Evangelism. By his
example he taught me lessons about faith and service and trained me for ministry
among children myself.
As a person I was impressed by him in many ways. For example, I was impressed by
his sacrificial love for other people. When he saw people in need he didn’t hesitate
and he didn’t count the cost, he simply gave whatever he could give of his time,
money and effort to meet the needs of others.
I was also impressed by his dedication to his work. This was evident from his
willingness to do whatever it took to overcome the obstacles in front of him. For
example, when he had arranged to hold a Good News Club in a village and our car
broke down, we simply hitch-hiked to the village. And when we couldn’t find a home
to host our meetings we would meet outside in the open air. And even when people
stoned us in the villages he remained unfazed and undeterred in accomplishing the
task before him.
As for me personally, Abu Danny had a huge impact on my life. While I was young he
took on the role of a spiritual father and called me his “daughter”. And, young as I
was, he took the time to train me as a teacher. He taught me how to integrate God’s
word into my lesson an d how to make my stories dramatic and exciting. And most
importantly, he impressed on me the importance of reaching children. And that
understanding determined the direction of my life.
Now that I am responsible for running two schools and I have the opportunity to
teach hundreds of children about God on a daily basis, I am reminded of Abu
Danny’s influence on my life whenever I stand up in front of a group of children. So I
see my ministry to children as an extension of his ministry and my influence on the
lives of so many children as the fruit of his labor.
So thank you Abu Danny for the legacy you left me. I will always be the “daughter”
who is indebted to you for helping me become the person I am.

Rawda Doolittle - September 27 at 01:09 AM

“

Thank you so much Rawda -- you will never know how much this meant to me and all my
sons!!!
Carol King - October 02 at 03:05 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Bradford Wayne King.

September 25 at 10:24 PM

“

Carol, I remember your wedding day at the CP Church. Beautiful! And Wayne
singing to you! Have I got that right? My rememberer doesn't work like it used to!
Sorry I won't be with you Saturday....our grandson is being married that day. Give
everyone my love. God is Great! Carolyn Austin

Carolyn Austin - September 24 at 10:08 AM

“

“

You are right! Thanks so much -- I feel your hugs!
Carol King - October 02 at 02:58 PM

So many flashbacks and memories from AbuDanys life. As a child i used to love
visiting AbuDany with my parents, he always had a small trick or say something
funny to make me laugh! I remember the first time i found his name is Wayne.. it
didnt make sence his name is AbuDany later on at the age of 19, i had the
privilige to be part of the CEF training in Nazareth, i leant so much from AbuDanys
classes, and still use the drill sargent with my shabat school class till this day and
they love it. I rememver calling the office for directions to get to the office, and ill
never forget the way, he said "u count 4 bumps and then the the steep hill to the left
i think he had memorised all the bumps and holes in Nazareth!
I was blessed to know this Godly man and be part of the special Lords supper that he
arranged! His life has been a great testemony

Shireen Basha Sabbah - September 23 at 05:07 AM

“

Thank you Shireen --- I feel your hugs and your prayers
Carol King - October 02 at 03:04 PM

“

Thank You Wayne, Carol and family for your unselfish commitment, obedience to
God and decades of service to God's kingdom. You have made a difference and the
Lord said, "well done my good and faithful servant". We know Wayne is now using
his worship,wit and dry sense of humor in his heavenly home.
Carol and family we send you our condolence.
m&m

Martha & Mike - September 20 at 10:40 AM

“

Thank you for coming M&M -- You Bethany folks are so special to me!!
Carol King - October 02 at 03:02 PM

