Arthur L. Leenerman
July 5, 1924 - November 4, 2019

Mahomet
Arthur L Leenerman, 95, of Mahomet, IL passed away on Monday, November 4, 2019 at
Heritage Health in Gibson City. His funeral service will be held at 12:00 noon Sunday,
November 10, 2019 at Rosenbaum Funeral Home in Gibson City with Pastor Jim Davis
officiating. Burial with military honors will be at Mount Hope Cemetery, Sibley, IL. Guests
are invited to attend a short celebration of Arthur’s life at the fellowship hall at St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Sibley, IL following the burial. Visitation will be held Saturday
November 9, 2019 from 1:00-3:00 pm at the funeral home.
Arthur was born July 5, 1924 in Sibley, a son of Alonzo Louis and Ida Brucker Leenerman.
He married Ethel L. Bryant on July 26, 1969 in Champaign they were married 47 years.
She preceded him in death November 14, 2016. Arthur is survived by his son, Gregory
(Susan) Leenerman of Broomfield, CO and his sister, Marilyn Gudenrath of Normal, IL. He
is also survived by two granddaughters, Emma Leenerman of Grand Junction, CO and
Kristen Leenerman of Seattle, WA, grandsons Jason Eaton and Ryan Cooper, both of
Palmetto, FL and 3 great grandchildren. His step daughter Cynthia Cooper preceded him
in death.
He is additionally survived by many cherished nieces, nephews and friends as well as 317
shipmates from the USS Indianapolis. Special thanks to niece Deb Steinman and friend
Greg Bauman for their special support to Arthur as his health failed him.
Arthur served in the United States Navy during World War II aboard the heavy cruiser,
USS Indianapolis. He was a Radarman 3 class. Arthur survived the sinking of the USS
Indianapolis after it was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine in the closing days of the
war. He was one of only 317 sailors who survived the sinking and spent four and a half
days adrift on the sea before being rescued. Arthur was awarded the Purple Heart for
wounds inflicted during the sinking and his ordeal in the sea.

Arthur was a member of the USS Indianapolis Survivors Organization, attending
numerous reunions since its inception in 1960. He has been honored in several of the
books and documentaries about the sinking of the ship.
Arthur was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting and fishing. He also enjoyed
gardening and he grew trees from seedlings which he planted at the Mount Hope
Cemetery in Sibley, IL.
Memorial contributions may be made to Pheasants Forever at www.ihuntil.com and The
Nature Conservancy at https://www.nature.org/en-us/.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rosenbaum Funeral Home - November 08 at 10:40 AM

“
“

Fair winds and following seas!
Frank Tyree, BMC(SW), USN Retired - November 09 at 10:09 AM

Our sympathy to you Marilyn on the loss of your brother, Arthur.
Jim and Betty Peckmann (HAAQG)
Betty Peckmann - November 16 at 11:11 PM

“

18 files added to the album Art Leenerman, hunting buddy

Tom Van Arsdall - November 11 at 10:53 AM

“

Dear Greg,
I think that you and I went to kindergarten together at Yankee Ridge School in
Urbana the year it opened in 1958. My dad the late Judge Fred Green also a WWII
vet of the South Pacific was so impressed that I went to school with Art's son in
regard to the USS Indianapolis stories of which I have always then followed. Your
dad Art and I were both there at the Virginia Theater several years ago to see a new
film on The USS Indianapolis that interviewed scores of people on it over the years. I
also went as a guest to my dad Fred's field artillery reunion in 2000 in Baltimore and
earlier compiled a Champaign County History of participation in WWII based on
Courier newspaper items at the time that is two thousand pages bound now. One
copy is at my home in Champaign with the other one at County Historical Museum in
Cattle Bank.
I lost my parents about ten years ago. Please accept my sympathy in your loss of
your father. It is my prayer that your best memories will serve the future well. May the
good Lord watch over each of you at a time like this one. I know how tough it is one

way or another. Our dads will always be heroes.
Our kindergarten teacher Palmyra Andrews divorced Wayne Andrews and remarried
a man named Bob Friedman. She and Bob both died in 2017 at age eighty five
having been Early Childhood Education professors at a state university in North
Carolina for some years. Palmyra went again by her maiden name of Palmyra Lo
Monaco after her divorce. She had a book accepted by Dutton Publishers called
NIGHT LETTERS of which she sent me a copy. I never saw her again, though. Best
to you, Greg, from Louis M "Louie" Green
Louis M Green - November 09 at 02:24 PM

“

White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Arthur L. Leenerman.

November 09 at 09:23 AM

“

I had the great honor of meeting and talking with Mr. Leenerman outside of a pizza
restaurant a few years ago in Mahomet. He was there with his family as was I with
mine. I approached him, knowing that he was a veteran and thanked him for his
service. We talked for a short time as he told me the story of his experience as a
crew member aboard the Uss Indianapolis and of that fatal night that the ship was
destroyed by Japanese torpedos. When I returned I purchased one of the books that
told of his experience. I must say that he made a tremendous impression on me and
I have thought of him numerous times. I fell very honored to have met such an
honorable person. Some time later I sent him a letter telling him of tithe mpression he
made on me and again thanking him for his tremendous sacrifice..
My sincere condolences to his family, you lost a truly great person.
Jim Wolters
EFFINGHAM, I’ll.

jim wolters - November 08 at 07:40 PM

“

This is so hard for me to write! I feel so bad at not calling him more often. He meant
the world to me. He was always my family. He was my Uncle! We lived next door at
Spring Lake in Mahomet. My Aunt Ethel and Art were always there if I needed
something. They were my second family. My cousin Cyndie was like A sister and we
were inseparable! My father and Art fished and hunted together, they cleared the ice
for us to skate and they took us out in the boat to ski or just for a ride. All my great

memories of him are too many to share here. On the subject of his service and the
horrific experience when the USS Indianapolis was torpedo and so many of his
shipmates were lost, I became obsessed. I must have 10 books that tell the story of
this historical event and what these brave sailors went through. I think Uncle Art
signed several of the books and gave me pictures I will always cherish. I was
fortunate to be on the set of the USS Indianapolis Men of Courage that was partially
filmed in Mobile, Alabama. I was so proud of the fact he was my Uncle! He did not
talk of his experience unless I asked, then he would humbly answer. I will end my
rambling now. He brings to me family memories of the family that is no longer with us
here on earth! I am so blessed to have had him as a part of my life! He is now with
my Aunt and they are at peace!
Pam Peters, Niece - November 08 at 09:40 AM

“

Hi, From a veteran to a veteran and a brother I salute thee. Bless you and your
family!
Terry

Terry George - November 08 at 09:11 AM

“

May you all find comfort in your family, friends, Faith and fond memories.
Stacey Gibson, daughter of Buck Gibson, USS INDIANAPOLIS survivor

Stacey Gibson - November 08 at 04:36 AM

“

My wife and I send sincerest condolences to the family of Art. We got to know him
from attending USS Indianapolis reunions and will surely miss him and his great big
smile. We pray that God comfort you now and always. Fair winds and following seas
Art and Rest In Peace

david and diana pallante - November 07 at 08:53 PM

“

To the family of Art, Though the earthly life of Art has gone,
Art's Greatness in you does live on!
Serving Our Country so well,
Surviving the sinking of the "Indianapolis" and Hell.
I was fortunate to meet him at McDonalds one day,
and sit with him in conversation along the way.
How pleasant it was to have him to talk to me,
A Veteran Hero and a Great man,you see!

May Art be in the embrace of God's Love,
as Art shines on from above!
With God's love,
Terry
Terry Howard - November 07 at 08:01 PM

“

Sincere condolences from Tuck Van Arsdall & family. I was fortunate to share many
deer camps with Art in southern Illinois over the years-and many times around the
fire sharing tales about hunting misadventures, and as the years passed more and
more about everyone's medical reports. We were pleased when Art felt well enough
to come out to Spring Lake for my Dad's memorial celebration in June 2017.
I will be back out in Illinois November 20 to go back to deer camp with nephew Nick
and his Dad and brothers. We'll see Marc Hansen, have a great visit, trade tall tales
of past hunts, raise a toast to Roy (Dad), Art, Bill Leever, and others still around like
Bill Eaton, who have decided playing in the woods in cold weather isn't so much fun
anymore.
Ryan Cooper, a special hey to you. You proved to be a great camp mate the couple
of times you were able to join us. Hope things are going well for you.
Art's passing a sad time, but also a time to celebrate his full life. I smile when I think
about some of our times together. A few years ago he gave me some acorns to
spread in the deer woods. He truly was a 'Johnny Oak Tree,' raising seedlings and
planting them in our great outdoors.
Perhaps fitting for Art to 'move on,' on the eve of Veteran's Day. He is joining so
many comrades....
I'll try to find a couple of deer camp photos with Art and post.
Tuck

Roy Thomas "Tuck" Van Arsdall - November 07 at 05:43 PM

“

my wife lee and I worked with Art at Illinois bell for almost 20 years. when I first knew
he was a survivor of the Indianapolis sinking I ask art about it. he did not really want
to speak of it but instead offered to loan me his copy of a book about it. i read it and it
sparked a lifetime interest on the subject. this last summer I read that he and his son
attended the reunion and that Art was one of only a small number of remaining
survivors now there is one less of that greatest generation. a good man gone. hope it
was a swift journey to heaven Art for you truly had already served some time in hell.
thank you for your service.

Robert and lee Duvall
rbert duvall - November 07 at 02:08 PM

“

I'm honored to have met him at the USS Indianapolis CA-35 reunion the past two
years. My uncle Joseph Ercel Kincaid went down with the ship. Sorry of the news.

Ken Kincaid - November 07 at 01:06 PM

“

Tammy Decker and Michael Decker purchased the Red, White & Blue Standing
Wreath for the family of Arthur L. Leenerman.

Tammy Decker and Michael Decker - November 07 at 12:39 PM

“

4 files added to the album Rest in Peace Uncle Art

Steve Steinman - November 07 at 11:46 AM

“

On behalf of the USS Jndianapolis CA-35 Second Watch and as the daughter of one
of Art’s fellow shipmates and friends, Harold Eck, my heartfelt condolences go out to
the family. Find peace in your happy memories and have great pride in knowing that
you carry the legacy of a great American hero!

Maria Eck Bullard - November 07 at 11:15 AM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Arthur L. Leenerman.

November 07 at 10:55 AM

“

With overpowering sadness I acknowledge the passing of a true American Hero and
Patriot. One of the greatest honors and privileges of my life was getting to meet and
know Mr. Leenerman and to visit with him on occasion. I will always remember our
chats at The Glenwood home in Mahomet. Heartfelt condolences to the family.

Bobby Ward - November 07 at 07:56 AM

“
“

I’m going to miss seeing Arthur at the MS School’s Veteran’s Day celebrations. RIP Hero
Steve S - November 07 at 08:46 AM

Thank you for your service sir. My parents lived across the street from Art at Spring Lake
for many years. Blessings to him and his family.
Pamm Brown Plotner - November 07 at 10:55 AM

“

It was my honor and privilege to have known Art. Spent many nights by the camp fire with
him at deer camp. He will be missed.
Marc Hansen - November 07 at 11:19 AM

“

To Greg and his family. I was sad to hear of Art's passing. He was an amazing man. Your
family were great neighbors and friends for many years. I hope your family is well. Time
goes by so fast. We all have lost a great hero. My thoughts and prayers are with your
family.
Chris Parnell - November 09 at 01:49 PM

